
NURS FPX 4065 Assessment 2: 
Personal Preferences in 
Patient-Centered Nursing Care 
Modern nursing extends beyond treating diseases and managing symptoms. Effective nursing practice also 
involves understanding patients as individuals and recognizing their values, beliefs, concerns, lifestyles 
NURS FPX 4065 Assessment 1, and expectations. NURS FPX 4065 Assessment 2 provides an opportunity 
to examine important elements of patient-centered care and understand how nurses can incorporate 
individual needs into healthcare planning. 

Personalized care can improve communication between patients and healthcare professionals while 
encouraging patients to participate in decisions concerning their health. When nurses take time to 
understand what matters to a patient, they can provide care that is respectful, appropriate, and responsive 
to individual circumstances. 

Personal Preferences 
Personal preferences play an important role in the delivery of patient-centered nursing care. Every patient 
has unique expectations about healthcare, and these expectations can affect treatment decisions and 
interactions with healthcare providers. Preferences may relate to communication, treatment options, 
nutrition, privacy, family involvement, cultural practices, religious beliefs, pain management, or 
quality-of-life priorities. 

For example, a patient may prefer to have family members involved in discussions about their care, while 
another patient may want healthcare information discussed privately. Similarly, some patients may prefer 
detailed explanations before a procedure, whereas others may want concise information. Recognizing these 
differences allows nurses to adapt their communication while maintaining professional standards. 

In NURS FPX 4065 Assessment 2, personal preferences can be considered an important component of 
individualized nursing care. Nurses should gather relevant information directly from patients rather than 
making assumptions based on age, background, diagnosis, or appearance. 

Understanding Patient-Centered Care 
Patient-centered care places the individual at the center of the healthcare process. Instead of focusing 
exclusively on the disease or medical condition, nurses consider the patient's physical, emotional, social, 
cultural, and personal needs. 

A patient-centered approach encourages patients to participate in discussions about their care. Nurses can 
support this approach by listening actively, using understandable language, answering questions, and 
confirming that patients understand important information. 

Effective communication is particularly important when patients are anxious, experiencing pain, or dealing 
with unfamiliar medical situations. A calm and respectful communication style can help patients feel more 
comfortable expressing their concerns. 
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For students working on NURS FPX 4065 Assessment 2, discussing these principles can demonstrate an 
understanding of how individualized care contributes to effective nursing practice. 

Cultural Influences on Personal Preferences 
Culture can strongly influence a person's healthcare preferences. Cultural background may affect beliefs 
about illness, dietary practices, family responsibilities, communication, spirituality, and approaches to 
treatment. 

Nurses should recognize cultural differences while avoiding assumptions and stereotypes. Asking respectful 
questions can help healthcare professionals understand what is important to an individual patient. 

For example, a patient's cultural or religious beliefs may affect dietary choices or preferences regarding 
family participation. Rather than assuming what the patient wants, the nurse can ask about specific needs 
and document relevant preferences. 

Culturally responsive care can help improve communication and create a stronger therapeutic relationship 
between patients and nurses. 

Shared Decision-Making 
Shared decision-making is another important concept associated with personal preferences. It involves 
healthcare professionals and patients working together when considering healthcare choices. 

Patients need understandable information about relevant options, potential benefits, risks, and practical 
considerations. Nurses can support this process by helping patients formulate questions, explaining 
information within their professional scope, and communicating patient concerns to the broader healthcare 
team. 

When patients understand their options, they can communicate their priorities more effectively. Personal 
values may influence decisions when multiple clinically appropriate options are available. 

For instance, a patient may prioritize maintaining independence, minimizing discomfort, reducing treatment 
burden, or returning to normal daily activities. These priorities can be important when developing an 
individualized care plan. 

Respecting Patient Autonomy 
Respect for autonomy is a central ethical principle in nursing. Patients should have opportunities to 
participate in decisions concerning their healthcare when they have the capacity to do so. 

Nurses can promote autonomy by providing relevant information, encouraging questions, respecting 
informed choices, and avoiding unnecessary pressure. Even when a patient's preference differs from what a 
healthcare professional would personally choose, the patient's perspective should be addressed respectfully 
within applicable ethical and clinical boundaries. 

In NURS FPX 4065 Assessment 2, students can explore how autonomy affects communication and care 
planning. Ethical nursing practice requires professionals to balance patient preferences with responsibilities 
related to safety, professional standards, confidentiality, and evidence-based practice. 

Communication and Active Listening 



Communication is one of the most practical ways nurses can identify personal preferences. Active listening 
involves giving the patient appropriate attention NURS FPX 4065 Assessment 2, allowing them to explain 
their concerns, and responding thoughtfully. 

Open-ended questions can encourage patients to share information that might otherwise remain 
undisclosed. Questions such as “What concerns you most about your treatment?” or “What would you like 
your healthcare team to know?” can provide valuable insight into patient priorities. 

Nurses should also consider language and health literacy. Complex medical terminology can make it difficult 
for patients to understand their choices. Using plain language and confirming understanding can make 
communication more effective. 

Incorporating Preferences Into Care Plans 
Identifying personal preferences is only the first step. Nurses should also consider how appropriate 
preferences can be incorporated into care planning. 

Relevant patient preferences should be communicated to the healthcare team and documented according to 
organizational policies. Care plans can then be adjusted when appropriate while maintaining patient safety 
and clinical requirements. 

For example, a patient's preferred communication method, dietary requirements, cultural considerations, or 
family involvement may be incorporated into appropriate aspects of care. This approach makes nursing care 
more individualized rather than relying on a standardized approach for every patient. 

Challenges in Respecting Personal Preferences 
Although individualized care is important, nurses may encounter challenges when patient preferences 
conflict with clinical requirements, available resources, organizational policies, or safety considerations. 

In these situations, effective communication and interdisciplinary collaboration are important. Nurses can 
discuss concerns with patients, explain relevant limitations, and work with other healthcare professionals to 
identify appropriate alternatives. 

The goal is not simply to accommodate every preference without consideration. Instead, nurses should seek 
a balanced approach that respects the patient's values while maintaining safe, ethical, and evidence-based 
care. 

Conclusion 
Personal preferences are an important element of patient-centered nursing practice. Understanding a 
patient's values, communication needs, cultural background, lifestyle, and healthcare priorities allows nurses 
to provide more individualized and respectful care. 

NURS FPX 4065 Assessment 2 offers an opportunity to explore how these factors influence nursing 
practice and patient experiences. By using active listening, shared decision-making, culturally responsive 
communication, and respect for autonomy, nurses can involve patients more effectively in their care. 

Ultimately, recognizing personal preferences helps create a healthcare environment in which patients are 
treated as individuals rather than simply as diagnoses. When combined with professional judgment, ethical 
principles, and evidence-based practice, attention to personal preferences can support meaningful 
patient-centered nursing care. 
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